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lives on and continues to inspire future
generations to break barriers and fight
for justice and equality.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 4172, a bill to name the VA
community-based outpatient clinic,
CBOC, in Aurora, Colorado, after Lieu-
tenant Colonel John W. Mosley.

Lieutenant Colonel Mosley was one
of the famed Tuskegee Airmen. Mosley
served honorably in World War II, as
well as the Korean war and the Viet-
nam war.

Mosley went on to a career in govern-
ment, serving in D.C. before returning
to Colorado as a long-time community
leader and advocate.

Congressman JASON CROW from Colo-
rado has introduced this bill to name
the VA CBOC in Aurora, Colorado,
after Lieutenant Colonel Mosley, and I
am in full support and hope that my
colleagues will join me.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. CROW), the author of this leg-
islation and also a subcommittee
chairman of the Small Business Com-
mittee and a member of the House
Armed Services Committee.

Mr. CROW. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding and for his lead-
ership and support, as well as the mem-
bers of the committee and the com-
mittee staff for making sure that this
bill received full and quick consider-
ation.

I do rise today in support of H.R. 4172
to name the new Department of Vet-
erans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Aurora, Colorado, for
Lieutenant Colonel John W. Mosley.

Lieutenant Colonel Mosley embodies
the finest our country has to offer.
Mosley was an inspirational leader in
the Aurora community and in the Air
Force.

Mosley was born in Denver, Colorado,
in 1921 and broke barriers at a time
where Black men and women were pre-
vented from achieving the full rights of
their citizenship and full participation
in the military.

Colonel Mosley attended what is now
Colorado State University and became
the first ever Black player on the foot-
ball team.

After college, Colonel Mosley wanted
to become a pilot, so he paid to get his
own pilot’s license. When the Air Force
didn’t assign him to be a pilot, he lob-
bied his own command in D.C. to assign
him to a pilot role. He was eventually
assigned to the segregated Tuskegee
Airmen unit.

During World War II, he trained as a
bomber pilot, serving as one of the first
African Americans in that role. He
earned the flight qualification of Com-
mand Pilot during his service in the
U.S. Air Force. The brave service of the
Tuskegee Airmen and Colonel Mosley
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helped pave the way for integration of
the armed services.

Upon his return, he married Edna,
and together John and Edna Mosley be-
came tireless community activists and
organizers. Among her many achieve-
ments, Edna was elected to three terms
as Aurora’s first African American city
councilwoman.

After a brief break from military
service, Colonel Mosley served during
the Korean and the Vietnam wars.
Three conflicts. Mosley was an oper-
ations officer in Thailand during the
Vietnam war.

So naming the new Aurora clinic
after Colonel Mosley honors his legacy
and will inspire future generations to
break barriers. I can’t think of a better
name for my fellow veterans to be
walking in to this new clinic in Aurora,
Colorado, than to see the name of Colo-
nel John Mosley as they walk in and to
remember his service, his sacrifice, his
leadership, and the best of what we can
be as a country.

I thank the House Veterans’ Affairs
Committee for their work to advance
this bill, and I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this effort to
honor Lieutenant Colonel John Mosley.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I am prepared to
close, but before I do I will just let the
gentleman from Colorado know that I
am honored to represent the University
of California Riverside, which is the re-
pository of the Tuskegee Airmen Col-
lection, which is formerly known as
the Tuskegee Airmen Archives.

We are proud to have the papers of
many of the 992 pilots who graduated
from the Tuskegee Air Field courses
who advanced race relations in our
country. I am certainly hopeful that
we will have the availability of the pa-
pers from Colonel Mosley that might, if
it is not already in our archives, to be
added.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage
my colleagues to support this bill, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all
my colleagues to join me in passing
H.R. 4172 to name the VA clinic in Au-
rora, Colorado, as the Lieutenant Colo-
nel John W. Mosley VA clinic, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

0 1700

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4172.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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NAVY CORPSMAN STEVE AN-
DREWS DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS HEALTH CARE
CLINIC

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1281) to name the Department of
Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Gaylord, Michigan, as
the “Navy Corpsman Steve Andrews
Department of Veterans Affairs Health
Care Clinic”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1281

SECTION 1. NAME OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS COMMUNITY-BASED
OUTPATIENT CLINIC, GAYLORD,
MICHIGAN.

The Department of Veterans Affairs com-
munity-based outpatient clinic located at
2782 S. Otsego Avenue, Gaylord, Michigan,
shall after the date of the enactment of this
Act be known and designated as the ‘‘Navy
Corpsman Steve Andrews Department of
Veterans Affairs Health Care Clinic”. Any
reference to such clinic in any law, regula-
tion, map, document, record, or other paper
of the United States shall be considered to be
a reference to the Navy Corpsman Steve An-
drews Department of Veterans Affairs Health
Care Clinic.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
insert extraneous material on H.R.
1281.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to remember the
life of Navy Corpsman Steve Andrews,
who passed away on January 28, 2017. 1
thank my colleague, General Bergman
from Michigan, for bringing this bill
before us so we all can pay tribute to a
lifelong public servant.

Mr. Speaker, Steve Andrews grew up
in Gaylord, Michigan, and graduated
from Gaylord High School. He joined
the Navy during the Vietnam war in
1967 and served as a hospital corpsman
at the U.S. Naval Hospital in Guam. He
also served as a medic for the 1st Ma-
rine Division and Marine 1st Recon-
naissance Company in Vietnam.

Mr. Speaker, Corpsman Andrews is
credited with saving the lives of nu-
merous marines during his time in
Vietnam. In recognition of his excep-
tional service in combat, he was award-
ed a Purple Heart and a Navy Com-
mendation Medal.

However, Steve Andrew’s service to
his community and country did not end
with military service. He was elected
to the 106th District in the Michigan
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House of Representatives and held of-
fice from 1979 to 1982. Steve Andrews
remained an active public servant for
Petoskey and Emmet County, working
as a friend of the court and a board
member of the Petoskey Regional
Chamber of Commerce and North Cen-
tral College. He also coached multiple
sports teams and was a constant pres-
ence in the local community.

Steve was also a steward of the arts,
helping found Petoskey Art in the
Park. He and his wife, Karen, owned
and operated Sturgeon River Pottery
for 35 years.

Corpsman Andrews’ dedication to
serving his community will inspire
Gaylord VA Health Care Clinic staff to
serve veterans, just as Steve did.

We hope that naming the Gaylord,
Michigan, VA Outpatient Clinic after
Corpsman Steve Andrews will honor
the outstanding care that he provided
his fellow soldiers.

H.R. 1281 has letters of support from
The American Legion, the Veterans of
Foreign Affairs, the Disabled American
Veterans, and the American Veterans
organization.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
those letters and a resolution in sup-
port.

DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN, VET-
ERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE
UNITED STATES,

Lansing, Michigan, 14 June 2021.

To THE HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE VETERANS AFFAIRS COMMITTEES:
The Veterans of Foreign Wars Department of
Michigan enthusiastically supports the nam-
ing of the Gaylord Veteran Affairs Commu-
nity Based Outpatient Clinic to be ‘‘Navy
Corpsman Steve Andrews Department of
Veterans Affairs Health Care Clinic”.

Steve Andrews was a Navy Corpsman,
whose heroic actions in Vietnam are credited
for saving countless Marine Corps lives dur-
ing combat. A Navy Commendation and Pur-
ple Heart recipient, Andrews is originally
from Gaylord and is a graduate of Gaylord
High School. Mr. Andrews was a citizen of
Gaylord, where he also served as a friend of
the court, coached multiple sports in the re-
gion, served as a board member for the
chamber of commerce, and was a State Rep-
resentative for the 106th District from 1979-
1982.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars, the city of
Gaylord, and this great Nation are grateful
for the selfless acts of this individual. We
hope that by naming this facility after a
Purple Heart recipient of the Vietnam War,
we might begin to show all Vietnam Vet-
erans how much this country appreciates
their sacrifices for this Nation. No matter
how long overdue.

We thank Congressman Bergman and all
Members of Congress who support this mean-
ingful legislation.

Respectfully,
KEVIN CONKLIN,

State Commander, Vet-
erans of Foreign
Wars, Department of
Michigan.

DEREK BLUMKE,

State Adjutant/Quar-
termaster, Veterans
of Foreign Wars, De-
partment of Michi-
gan.
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DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS,
DEPARTMENT OF MICHIGAN
June 27, 2021.

TO THE HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE VETERAN’S AFFAIRS COMMITTEES:
The Disabled American Veterans, Depart-
ment of Michigan fully supports Congress-
man Bergman’s legislative initiative to
name the Gaylord Veterans Affairs Based
Outpatient Clinic the ‘‘Navy Corpsman Steve
Andrews Department of Veteran’s Affairs
Health Care Clinic.”

Navy Corpsman Andrews entered the Navy
in 1967, and served in the 1st Marine Divi-
sion/lst Force Reconnaissance Company in
Vietnam. During his time in service to our
nation, he was credited with saving count-
less American lives. In recognition for his
selfless sacrifices, he was awarded the Navy
Commendation Medal and Purple Heart. Mr.
Andrews continued his service to our state
and nation after his military service by hold-
ing the position of State Representative for
the 106th District from 1979-1982.

The DAV Department of Michigan believes
naming the Gaylord Veterans Affairs Based
Outpatient Clinic in honor of Mr. Andrews
will ensure that the dedication to duty dis-
played by him and by so many of our Viet-
nam Era Veterans will be remembered by all.
Mr. Andrew’s selfless sacrifice and dedica-
tion to our nation is not only an inspiration
to all of us who have served, but also to gen-
erations of future veterans that will answer
our nations call.

Sincerely,
ALBERT HUGHES,
State Commander.
PAUL KAISER,
State Adjutant.
AMVETS,
Lanham, MD.
Hon. JACK BERGMAN,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC, July 5, 2021.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE BERGMAN: AMVETS
supports the passage of H.R. 1281 to name the
Gaylord Veteran Affairs Community Based
Outpatient Clinic to be ‘‘Navy Corpsman
Steve Andrews Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Health Care Clinic”.

Steve Andrews was a member of the Gay-
lord community and a state legislator rep-
resenting the 106th district. He served his na-
tion honorably at the U.S. Navy Hospital in
Guam and as a medic in the 1st Marine Divi-
sion and Marine 1lst Force Reconnaissance
Company in Vietnam.

AMVETS thanks Congressman Bergman
for introducing this legislation and we sup-
port its full enactment.

Sincerely,
CAROL HEBERT,
AMVETS Department of Michigan.
THE AMERICAN LEGION, DEPARTMENT OF
MICHIGAN

Resolution: #21-17

Submitted by: 19th District

Subject: Naming the Gaylord V.A. CBOC
RESOLUTION

Whereas, Steve Andrews grew up in Gay-
lord, Michigan; and

Whereas, Steve Andrews served in the
United States Navy as a Hospital Corpsman
at the U.S. Naval Hospital at Guam; and

Whereas, Steve Andrews served as a medic/
corpsman with the 1st Marine Division, Ma-
rine 1st Force Reconnaissance Company in
Vietnam; and

Whereas, Steve Andrews was awarded the
Navy Commendation Medal and Purple Heart
for his actions in combat in Vietnam and for
saving the lives of countless Marines; and

Whereas, Steve Andrews, following his
military service, was eventually elected to
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serve in the Michigan House of Representa-
tives, representing Northern Michigan’s
106th District from 1979 to 1982; and

Whereas, Steve Andrews was a Gaylord
High School graduate who was actively in-
volved in public service in Petoskey and
Emmet County; and

Whereas, Steve Andrews was a member of
Post 225, The American Legion, Department
of Michigan; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, By The American Legion, De-
partment of Michigan, in annual Department
Convention assembled in Sault Ste. Marie,
Michigan, July 9-11, 2021, That The Amer-
ican Legion, Department of Michigan, sup-
port the efforts of Michigan Congressional
Representative Jack Bergman to name the
V.A. Community-Based Outpatient Clinic,
Gaylord, Michigan, the ‘‘Navy Corpsman
Steve Andrews Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Health Clinic”.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I whole-
heartedly support this bill, and I urge
my colleagues to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1281, a bill to name the VA
community-based outpatient clinic, or
CBOC, in Gaylord, Michigan, the Navy
Corpsman Steve Andrews VA Health
Care Clinic.

This bill is cosponsored by my friend,
fellow marine, and ranking member of
the Subcommittee on Health, General
JACK BERGMAN of Michigan. I thank
him for his leadership.

Navy Corpsman Steve Andrews
served during the Vietnam war and re-
ceived both the Navy Commendation
Medal and the Purple Heart. He was
also an active member of the Gaylord
community before and after his time in
uniform. It is fitting that the VA CBOC
there will carry his name.

Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly sup-
port this legislation. I urge all of my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
do the same, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. BERGMAN).

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 1281 to name
the Department of Veterans Affairs
community-based outpatient clinic in
Gaylord, Michigan, as the Navy Corps-
man Steve Andrews Department of
Veterans Affairs Health Care Clinic.

It is an honor for me to lead this leg-
islation to designate a VA care facility
in the hometown of a man who so em-
bodied love and care for others, wheth-
er it was for a neighbor down the
street, a constituent in his district, or
his brothers and sisters in arms on the
battlefield.

Steve Andrews led a life of service in
every sense of the word, starting with
the defense of our freedoms overseas.
He entered the Navy in 1967 as a hos-
pital corpsman, going on to serve in
the Vietnam war—not only at the U.S.
Navy Hospital in Guam, but as a medic
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in the 1st Marine Division attached to
a force reconnaissance company in
Vietnam. He is credited with saving
the lives of countless marines during
combat.

Steve earned the Navy Commenda-
tion Medal and Purple Heart for his
service. I can personally attest that
countless marines and new generations
of Americans owe their lives to Navy
corpsmen. Their service must never be
forgotten, which is one of the reasons
we are working to memorialize Steve
Andrews with this legislation.

Steve led a dedicated, full life of pub-
lic service. From 1979 to 1982, he rep-
resented Michigan’s 106th District as a
State representative fighting for
Michiganders’ best interests in Lan-
sing. Giving back to the community in
which he grew up, Steve coached local
youth sports, helped found Petoskey
Art in the Park, and sat on the boards
of the Petoskey Regional Chamber of
Commerce and North Central College.

I personally met Steve in a rocking
chair in January of 2016. He was ter-
minal with cancer at that point. He did
not hesitate to reach out to someone
he had never met before in his life and
share his thoughts on what it meant to
be a public servant. I am deeply in-
debted to his perspective.

His legacy is beyond deserving of the
designation that we are seeking today.
I thank his loving family for all their
support; his friends, who initiated this
legislation; the Michigan veterans
service organizations backing us up;
and the entirety of my Michigan dele-
gation colleagues for coming together
in a bipartisan manner to cosponsor
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 1281.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further speakers, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I encourage
my colleagues to support the bill, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask all
of my colleagues to join me in passing
H.R. 1281, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1281.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

ROBERT S. POYDASHEFF VA
CLINIC

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3475) to name the Department of
Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Columbus, Georgia, as
the ‘“‘Robert S. Poydasheff VA Clinic”.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:
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H.R. 3475

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) Former Columbus, Georgia, Mayor Rob-
ert S. Poydasheff died on September 24, 2020.

(2) He earned a B.A. in Political Science
from the Citadel in 1954, a J.D. from Tulane
University Law School in 1957, an M.A. in
International Relations from Boston Univer-
sity’s Graduate Program in Berlin, Germany,
in 1967, and attended the Hague Academy of
International Law in the Netherlands in
preparation for a military and subsequent ci-
vilian career that focused on serving others.

(3) In 1955, he was commissioned as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant in the Infantry Branch of the
United States Army, and he was reassigned
to the Judge Advocate General’s Corps.

(4) He was a 1976 graduate of the United
States Army War College and served a total
of 24 years, retiring as a Colonel in 1979.

(b) He was decorated with the Legion of
Merit with two Oak Leaf Clusters, the
Bronze Star Medal, and Vietnam Ribbon
with Four Battle Stars, and during his mili-
tary career and because of his expert legal
acumen he was assigned to work on the big-
gest cases of the time in which he served, but
during this he never lost sight of what he
considered his primary role, which was to
take care of soldiers.

(6) Robert S. Poydasheff was appointed as
legal counsel to the Secretary of the Army
and served the needs of all soldiers by help-
ing to shape Army policy.

(7) In 2012, the Army War College Founda-
tion named Colonel Poydasheff an Out-
standing Alumnus in recognition of his wide-
ranging service to his community after his
retirement from active duty.

(8) Colonel Poydasheff served on the Co-
lumbus, Georgia City Council from 1994 to
2002, helping all citizens of the community
he had come to love while concurrently serv-
ing Fort Benning and his beloved soldiers.

(9) He was elected Mayor of Columbus,
Georgia, in 2002, served a four-year term and
maintained a focus on community-based pro-
grams as well as strengthening the relation-
ship between the city and Fort Benning.

(10) During that time he made great con-
tributions to the joint military and civilian
communities of Columbus, Georgia, and Fort
Benning, appointing first a fellow soldier and
later the first African American to the City
Manager position, while knowing that doing
so would be at his own political peril.

(11) After his service as Mayor of Colum-
bus, Georgia, Robert S. Poydasheff found
continued success as a practicing lawyer
helping countless citizens and soldiers living
in the city he once led as well as advocating
for many soldiers in the area.

(12) His continued interest in the better-
ment of the city as well as his contributions
to the Veterans Action Committee has a con-
tinued impact to this day.

(13) He served as past president of the
Chattahoochee Council Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, past president of the Chattahoochee Val-
ley Association of the United Sates Army,
past president of the Columbus Symphony
Orchestra, member of the Board of Directors
of the Springer Opera Arts Association, past
president of the Ann Elizabeth Shepherd
Home, and member of the Kiwanis Club and
Columbus Bar Association.

SEC. 2. NAME OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS COMMUNITY-BASED OUT-
PATIENT CLINIC, COLUMBUS, GEOR-
GIA.

The Department of Veterans Affairs com-
munity-based outpatient clinic in Columbus,
Georgia, shall after the date of the enact-
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ment of this Act be known and designated as
the ‘“‘Robert S. Poydasheff VA Clinic”’. Any
reference to such clinic in any law, regula-
tion, map, document, record, or other paper
of the United States shall be considered to be
a reference to the Robert S. Poydasheff VA
Clinic.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. TAKANO) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. BOST) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
insert extraneous material on H.R.
3475.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize the
life of Colonel Robert S. Poydasheff,
who passed away on September 24, 2020.

I thank my colleague, Representative
SANFORD BISHOP from Georgia, for in-
troducing this legislation so that we
can pay tribute to a distinguished serv-
icemember who advocated for veterans
throughout his life.

Robert Poydasheff received his bach-
elor of arts in political science from
The Citadel in 1954. In 1955, he was
commissioned as a second lieutenant in
the United States Army as an infantry
officer. After completing his law edu-
cation at Tulane University, Mr.
Poydasheff continued his military ca-
reer in the Judge Advocate General’s
Corps.

Mr. Poydasheff was appointed as
legal counsel for the Secretary of the
Army, helping to shape better policy
for all Army soldiers. He graduated
from the United States Army War Col-
lege in 1976 and retired in 1979, achiev-
ing the rank of colonel.

During Colonel Poydasheff’s 24 years
of military service, he was awarded the
Legion of Merit with two oak leaf clus-
ters, the Bronze Star Medal, and a
Vietnam Ribbon with four battle stars.
He truly embodied the highest quali-
ties of military distinction.

After retiring from the Army, Colo-
nel Poydasheff was called to serve his
community in Georgia. He served on
the Columbus, Georgia, City Council
from 1994 to 2002, concurrently serving
the soldiers at Fort Benning. He went
on to be elected as the mayor of Co-
lumbus in 2002. In 2012, Colonel
Poydasheff was honored by the Army
War College Foundation as an out-
standing alumnus.

H.R. 3475 has letters of support from
The American Legion, the Veterans of
Foreign Wars, and the Disabled Amer-
ican Veterans.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
those letters of support.
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